Let's Help Our Pollinators!
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The bees (and butterflies, moths, wasps & hummingbirds) need our help!
Let's make smart planting choices to get our yards buzzworthy.

Go for Diversity:

To attract lots of different insects & birds, you need plants with a variety of colors and shapes. Bees and
butterflies love plants in the aster family, like zinnias. Bees seem to love flowers with large surfaces to
land on, like sunflowers and coneflowers. Tube-like flowers, like in the salvia family are a safe place for
hummingbirds because of their shape.

Plant in Three Stages:

Very few plants flower for months on end, so stagger the bloom times in your garden. That way, our
winged friends have soft places to land for longer periods through the year. Try to plant early spring
bloomers, some that are long blooming, like from May through summer, & late blooming ones peaking
in late summer & fall. Try a mix of perennials, flowering shrubs & wildflowers.

Resist the Urge to Clear Things Out:

Pollinator gardens can get messy and that's more than OK. It's ideal! Pollinators need the nectar &
pollen from flowers, but they also need a place to hunker down for the winter. In late fall, leave beds
alone to create a winter habitat.
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